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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 4, including the fee 
set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since 
this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous 
Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's 
submissions, filed on April 11, 2006 and May 1, 2006, have been entered. 

Terminal Disclaimer 

2. The terminal disclaimer filed on April 1 1 , 2006 disclaiming the terminal portion 
of the patent being reexamined which would extend beyond the expiration date of 
U.S. Patent Number: 6,285,987 has been reviewed and is accepted. The terminal 
disclaimer has been recorded. 



Priority 

3. Applicant's claim for the benefit of a prior-filed application was added after the 

time period required by 37 CFR 1.78(a), therefore a petition under 37 CFR 
1 .78(a)(3) or (a)(6) must be filed and granted in order to obtain the benefit of the 
claimed priority date. Therefore, the priority date considered for the prosecution of 
the current claims is December 18, 1998. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 49,50, 62-p5, 114-118, 166-170 and 218 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Yager (Ronald R. Yager, "Intelligent Agents 
for World Wide Web Advertising Decisions", International Journal of Intelligent 
Systems, Vol. 12, pp. 379-390, 1997). 

Claim 49: Yager discloses a computerized method for determining an advertisement 
from among a plurality of advertisements in response to an advertising opportunity, 
wherein the advertising opportunity is an opportunity to place the advertisement on a 
web page subsequent to a request for the web page by a viewer utilizing a browser, 
the computerized method comprising: 

a. Receiving in a computer network an indication of the advertising opportunity. 
(Page 383, Paragraph 2) 

b. In response to receiving the indication: selecting in a computer the advertisement 
from among a plurality of advertisements associated with advertisers bidding in 
real time to fulfill the advertising opportunity. (Page 383, Paragraph 2) 
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Claim 50: Yager discloses the method of claim 49, wherein the indication of the 
advertising opportunity is received from the browser sending an HTML reference in 
the web page. (Page 382, Paragraph 6) 

Claim 218: Yager discloses the method of claim 49, wherein each bidding advertiser 
is associated with a bid, the bid indicating a monetary amount billable to the each 
bidding advertiser if one of the plurality of advertisements associated with the each 
bidding advertiser is selected and served to the browser. (Page 382, Paragraph 3) 

Claim 62: Yager discloses a method implemented in a computer system for 
determining in response to each advertising opportunity of a plurality of advertising 
opportunities, which advertisement of a plurality of advertisements to provide for 
fulfilling the advertising opportunity, the advertising opportunity being an opportunity 
to serve an advertisement to a browser in response to a request.for content by the 
browser, the method comprising: 

a. Storing in the computer system the plurality of advisements, each of the plurality 
of advertisements being associated with one of a plurality of sets of bidding 
parameters, the associated set of bidding parameters being indicative of whether 
a bid should be submitted for providing the each of the plurality of advertisements 
for fulfilling the advertising opportunity. (Page 384, Paragraph 1) 

b. Receiving in the computer system an indication of the request for content, 
thereby presenting the advertising opportunity. (Page 383, Paragraph 2) 
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c. In response to the request for content: submitting in the computer system one or 
more bids, each submitted bid being based on one of the sets of bidding 
parameters, the one of the sets of bidding parameters being met by 
characteristics of the advertising opportunity, wherein the each submitted bid, in 
accordance with the one of the sets of bidding parameters, is indicative of a 
monetary amount billable to an advertiser associated with the each submitted bid 
upon occurrence of a specific event associated with an advertisement associated 
with the each submitted bid, the advertisement being one of the plurality of 
advertisements associated with the one of the sets of bidding parameters. (Page 

383, Paragraph 2 through Paragraph 3) 

d. Selecting in the computer system a bid from among the submitted bids. (Page 

384, Paragraph 1) 

e. Identifying in the computer system one of the plurality of advertisements 
associated with the selected bid, whereby the identified advertisement is 
determined by a bidding process. (Page 384, Paragraph 1) 

Claim 1 14. Yager discloses a system for determining in response to each advertising 
opportunity of a plurality of advertising opportunities, which advertisement of a 
plurality of advertisements to provide for fulfilling the advertising opportunity, wherein 
the advertising opportunity is an opportunity to serve an advertisement to a browser 
in response to a request for content by the browser, the system comprising: 
a. A computer system having stored thereon: 
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i. The plurality of advertisements. (Page 383, Paragraph 2, and Page 384, 
Paragraph 1) 

ii. For each of the plurality of advertisements, an associated set of bidding 
parameters, wherein the associated set of bidding parameters is indicative of 
whether a bid should be submitted for providing the each of the plurality of 
advertisements for fulfilling the advertising opportunity. (Page 387, Paragraph 
3) 

iii. Programming code for receiving an indication of the request for content, 
thereby presenting the advertising opportunity. (Page 383, Paragraph 2) 

iv. Programming code for submitting, in response to the request for content, one 
or more bids, wherein each submitted bid is based on one of the sets of 
bidding parameters, wherein the one of the sets of bidding parameters is met 
by characteristics of the advertising opportunity, wherein the each submitted 
bid, in accordance with the one of the sets of bidding parameters, is indicative 
of a monetary amount billable to an advertiser associated with the each 
submitted bid upon occurrence of a specific event associated with an 
advertisement associated with the each submitted bid, the advertisement 
being one of the plurality of advertisements associated with the one of the 
sets of bidding parameters. (Page 383, Paragraph 2 through Paragraph 3) 

v. Programming code for selecting a bid from among the submitted bids. (Page 
384, Paragraph 1) 
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vi. Programming code for identifying one of the plurality of advertisements 
associated with the selected bid, whereby the system determines the 
identified advertisement by a bidding process. (Page 386, Paragraph 3; and 
Page 389, Paragraph 1 through 3) 

Claim 166. Yager discloses a method implemented in a computer system for 
determining in response to each advertising opportunity of a plurality of advertising 
opportunities, which advertisement of a plurality of advertisements to provide for 
fulfilling the advertising opportunity, the advertising opportunity being an opportunity 
to serve an advertisement to a browser in response to a request for content by the 
browser, the method comprising: 

a. Receiving in the computer system an indication of the request for content, 
thereby presenting the advertising opportunity. (Page 383, Paragraph 2, and 
Page 384, Paragraph 1) 

b. In response to the request for content: determining in the computer system one 
or more bids, each determined bid being associated with one of the plurality of 
advertisements and being indicative of a monetary amount billable to an 
associated advertiser upon occurrence of a specific event associated with the 
one of the plurality of advertisements. (Page 383, Paragraph 2 through 
Paragraph 3) 

c. Selecting in the computer system a bid from among the determined bids. (Page 
383, Paragraph 2 through Page 384, Paragraph 1) 
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d. Identifying in the computer system one of the plurality of advertisements 
associated with the selected bid. (Page 386, Paragraph 3; and Page 389, 
Paragraph 1 through 3) 

e. Serving the identified advertisement to the browser, whereby the identified 
advertisement is determined by a bidding process. (Page 384, Paragraph 1) 

Claims 63, 115, and 167: Yager discloses the method of claims 62, 114, and 166 
respectively, wherein the monetary amount indicated by each of the submitted bids 
is included in the each of the submitted bids. (Page 383, Paragraph 2 through 
Paragraph 3) 

Claims 64, 116, and 168: Yager discloses the method of claims 62, 114, and 166 
respectively, wherein the specific event upon which the monetary amount indicated 
by each of the submitted bids is billable, is a same event type for each of the 
submitted bids. (Page 383, Paragraph 2 through Paragraph 3) 

Claim 65, 117, and 169: Yager discloses the method of claims 62, 1 14, and 166 
respectively, wherein the specific event upon which the monetary amount indicated 
by at least one of the submitted bids is billable, is when the advertisement 
associated with the at least one of the submitted bids is served to the browser in 
fulfillment of the advertising opportunity. (Page 383, Paragraph 3) 
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Claims 66, 1 1 8, and 1 70: Yager discloses the method of claims 65, 1 1 7, and 1 69 
respectively, wherein the specific event upon which the monetary amount indicated 
by each of the submitted bids is billable, is when the advertisement associated with 
the each of the submitted bids is served to the browser in fulfillment of the 
advertising opportunity. (Page 383, Paragraph 3) 



Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 67-1 13, 119-165, and 171-217 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Yager (Ronald R. Yager, "Intelligent Agents for World Wide 
Web Advertising Decisions", International Journal of Intelligent Systems, Vol. 12, pp. 
379-390, 1997). 

Claims 67, 70,73, 76, 79, 119, 122, 125, 128, 131, 171, 174, 177, 180, and 183: 
Yager discloses the method of claims 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 114, 115, 116, 117, 118, 
166, 167, 168, 169, 170 respectively. Yager further discloses the user requesting 
content by the browser. (Page 383, Paragraph 6). Yager is silent with regard to the 
protocol used in transmitting the request from the browser, however it would have 
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been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
use the standard HTTP protocol for communicating between the website and the 
browser. One would have been motivate to use the standardized HTTP protocol in 
order to avoid the cost and expense of developing and distributing a customized 
transaction protocol to all potential customers. 

Claims 68, 71, 74, 77, 80, 120,123, 126, 129, 132, 172, 175, 178,181, and 184: 
Yager discloses the method of claims 67, 70, 73,76, 79, 119, 122, 125, 128, 131, 

171, 174, 177, 180, and 183 respectively, wherein the advertisement served to the 
browser in response to the request for content is included in a webpage accessed by 
the browser. (Page 384, Paragraph 1) 

Claims 69,72,75,78,81, 121, 124, 127, 130, 133, 173, 176, 179, 182, and 185: 
Yager discloses the method of claims 68, 71, 74, 77, 80, 120, 123, 126, 129, 132, 

172, 175, 178, 181, and 184 respectively, wherein the request for content by the 
browser is caused by a reference in the web page. (Page 384, Paragraph 1) 

Claims 82-96, 134-148,and 186-200: Yager discloses the method of claims 67-81 , 
119-133, and 171-185 respectively, wherein the selection of the selected bid is 
based on the selected bid indicating a highest monetary amount. (Page 386, 
Paragraph 3; and Page 389, Paragraph 1 through 3) 
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Claims 97-111, 149-163, and 201-215: Yager discloses the method of claims 67-81, 
1 19-133, and 171-185 respectively, wherein the selection of the selected bid is 
based on the selected bid indicating a highest beneficial value. (Page 386, 
Paragraph 3; and Page 389, Paragraph 1 through 3) 

Claims 112, 164, and 216: Yager discloses the method of claims 62, 114, and 185 
respectively, wherein each submitted bid is associated with a bidding agent, wherein 
the each bidding agent submits the each submitted bid. (Page 383, Paragraph 2 
through Paragraph 3; and Page 384, Paragraph 1) 

Claim 113, 165, and 217: Yager discloses the method of claims 62, 114, and 185 
respectively, wherein each submitted bid includes a reference to the advertisement 
associated with the each submitted bid. (Page 383, Paragraph 2 through Paragraph 
3; and Page 384, Paragraph 1) 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Hanson et al (U.S. Patent Number: 5,974,398), which discloses 
an advertisement bidding system similar to the applicants disclosure. 



9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 

the examiner should be directed to John Van Bramer whose telephone number is 
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(571) 272-8198. The examiner can normally be reached on 9am - 5pm Monday 
through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Eric Stamber can be reached on (571) 272-6724. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571- 
272-1000. 




ERIC W. STAMBER 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 
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